Robert Watts - Information for offline activities - CIVILISATIONS– June 2012 update

Project: Civilisations 

Process: Printmaking
Civilisations: Introduction

Printmaking is a great way of experimenting with different approaches to creating artworks.  The processes we use in school today have been used in one form or another for hundreds of years, and in this exciting project you will experiment with a range of printmaking processes to create prints inspired by ancient and medieval civilisations.  
Over the six lessons of the project you’ll have opportunities…
· … to understand additive and subtractive methods of making relief prints

· … to develop your understanding of shape and pattern through making repeated images
· … to experiment with ways of creating tone and texture through printmaking
Lesson 1: Experiment – Making a string print
In this first lesson you’ll create string prints inspired by the lines and patterns of images from the Aztec civilisation.  String prints are an additive process – we build on top of a flat surface to create our designs.

Resources you’ll need: 

Tubes of printmaking ink; rollers; palettes; plastic spatulas for mixing colours; thick card; string; scissors; paste and spreaders; paper (different sizes and colours).
· Begin by sketching your design on paper – but keep it simple and not too complicated.  You might want to look at one or two small details of an Aztec pattern, for example, rather than try to copy the whole design.

· Spread a very thin layer of paste across a piece of thick card: it should be so thin that it is almost transparent (this will mean that it won’t take long to dry).

· Cut a piece of string to around 50cm and place one end carefully at a point on your board, pressing it gently into place.  Now gradually move your string to create your Aztec design from one continuous line, pressing the string gently on to the glued surface.  Remember it doesn’t need to match the original exactly – this is now your own piece of work!

· If you complete your design before you get to the end of your string, then cut away the piece you don’t need.  Alternatively, you might want to cut some shorter lengths of string and add these to your design.

· When the glue is dry (after 20 minutes or so), use a roller to carefully roll ink across the string, then press down a sheet of paper on top to create your print.

· Extension: Now you know how quick and easy it is to make a string print, you’ll find that there are endless options to explore.  Experiment by rotating your card tile and making a second print over your first print, to one side of it, above it or below it or with a new colour.
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Lesson 2: Explore – Making a press print
In Lesson 1 you explored an additive print process.  What’s the opposite of addition?  That’s right – subtraction – and now we’re going to learn about a subtractive print process through making press prints inspired by Aztec images and sculptures.

Resources you’ll need: 

Tubes of printmaking ink; polyboard sheets (cut to different sizes); rollers; palettes; plastic spatulas for mixing colours; paper (different sizes and colours).

· Decide which Aztec image or sculpture will influence your own design and sketch it out on paper.  You could choose to transfer your drawing to your polyboard tile by using a sharp pencil to carefully prick through the lines of your drawing onto your tile below – or you could simply make a copy of the drawing on to your tile.

· Now re-draw the lines with a sharp pencil, making sure that they go a little deeper into the tile – this will make your design easier to see.

· Squeeze small amounts of ink into a palette – try experimenting with mixing one colour with white to make a lighter tone.  Now roll your roller into the ink, taking care to cover the whole of the surface of the roller with a thin layer.  

· Use your roller to apply ink to the surface of the tile.  You should see the lines of your drawing clearly appear.  Place a sheet of paper over the tile and press down firmly with your hand, smoothing to the edges and corners so that the ink sticks to the whole of the tile.

· Finally, peel away the paper to reveal your design.  Did you use enough ink or too little?  No problem – it will take only a minute for you to make another print!  When you’ve made four or five copies of your print, it’s time to move on to Lesson 3!
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Lesson 3: Create – Making multicoloured prints
Throughout history, artists and craftspeople from all civilisations have experimented with ways of extending and developing the work they make In Lesson 2 you learned how to make a press print – now we’re going to develop your press prints by adding layers of colour.  This will involve removing some parts of your tile and applying a second colour over the first. 

Resources you’ll need: 

Tubes of printmaking ink; polyboard sheets (cut to different sizes); rollers; palettes; plastic spatulas for mixing colours; paper (different sizes and colours).

· Begin by looking closely at your prints from the previous lesson.  It’s time to decide which part s of the print you want to keep as they are and which parts you want to change.  This can get a little confusing, so you’ll need to concentrate!

· Use a sharp pencil to cut away the parts of your print that you want to stay the colour they are.  For example, if your first colour was blue and you want one part of  your design to stay blue, then cut this part out of your tile now.  

· Try adding a few extra lines to your tile to create some interesting textures (and avoid cutting away too many of the edges of your tile as it will become a little fragile).
· When you are happy with the way your tile looks, mix up a new colour in your palette, roll your roller into it and apply the ink to your tile as you did before.

· Here’s the last tricky bit: you need to make sure that you tile is placed exactly over the image created by your first colour.  Put the print on the table, hold the tile face down and VERY carefully place it in position, before turning the whole thing upside down and pressing on the paper as you did in Lesson 2.
· Peel your paper away to reveal your two-colour print – then make a few more copies before trying the extension activity in Lesson 4.
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Lesson 4: Collaborate – Making repeat patterns
In this lesson you’ll apply what you have learned in lesson 2 and lesson 3 to create collaborative images inspired by patterns from Islamic civilisations.  Many Islamic patterns are beautifully complex and provide the ideal inspiration for repeat patterns.  

Resources you’ll need: 

Tubes of printmaking ink; polyboard sheets (cut to large rectangles); pencils,  rulers and set squares; objects to draw around; rollers; palettes; plastic spatulas for mixing colours; large sheets of paper, masking tape.
· Your repeat patterns will be based on designs built up from regular shapes – squares, rectangles, triangles, pentagons, hexagons and octagons.  Begin by practicing drawing some of these shapes on paper – you’ll find set squares useful for getting the angles right.
· Cut around the shapes and experiment with combining them in different ways on the page to create repeat patterns.  Select a pattern that you find interesting and sketch it onto paper.

· Trace around each shape onto a sheet of polyboard - you’ll only need one copy of each shape.  

· Cut around each shape (the easiest way to cut the polyboard is to use a sharp pencil and a ruler: if you press the pencil firmly into the polyboard it’s easy to cut through to the other side).

· Tear off a piece of masking tape and create a little loop on the back of each of your shapes.  Each will be used several times and this will help you to pick the shape up without getting covered in ink!

· Use your roller to apply ink to the shapes as you did in lesson 2 and lesson 3, but this time press the tile down on to the paper – not the paper on to the tile.

· Think carefully about where the next print of your shape should be, re-ink the tile and press it down again.  Continue this process until you have successfully re-creatd your repeat pattern.
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Lesson 5: Extend and evaluate: Carving clay tiles
Now that you have explored pattern through printmaking, here’s an opportunity to apply what you have learned to designing clay relief tiles.  The examples here have been inspired by Aztec designs, but you could also look at Islamic and Medieval patterns for inspiration.

Resources you’ll need: 

Clay; plastic knives and other clay tools; pencils; objects to create textures in clay; 

· Take a hand-sized piece of clay and mould it to soften it, roll it out flat with a rolling pin. And use a plastic knife to cut the edges of your clay tile to shape.  

· Use a pencil or clay tool to carve your design into the surface of the clay – you might want to practice drawing the design on paper first.

· Experiment with using a selection of tools to create a range of interesting textures – everyday items such as zips and cheese graters can create intriguing patterns.
· When your design is complete, set the clay aside to dry.  Some types of clay can be fired in kilns while others will dry in your classrooms.  

· Finally, take some time to evaluate what you lave learned during this project.  You should have a number of prints – additive prints (string prints) and subtractive prints (press prints) - some made on your own, some with other people.  Essentially, you’ve been doing what printmakers in different civilisations have been doing for centuries: experimenting with shape and pattern and creating tone and texture through making repeated images.
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Links to designs from different civilisations: since the 7th Century Islamic art has featured geometric and floral designs as well as calligraphy.  There is also a strong tradition of geometric design in the UK that can be seen in the Cistercian monasteries of Northern England.  Designs from the ancient civilisations of the Aztecs and the Incas can also provide inspiration for your own artwork today.
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Images from British Museum
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